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QUARTERLT periscope. 


prudence would not permit the expression of a favourable prognosis in any case 
whatever.— Liverpool Medical Journal, No. I. 

17. Extensive Mesenteric Disease—Great Heat of the Whole Body the Chief 
Symptom. —Giovanni L. art. 36, a countryman, was admitted into the hospital at 
Padua in February, 1830. His only complaint was a burning heat over every 
part of his body; and this was so distressing, that, although the weather was 
exceedingly cold, he lay all night without any coverings. Two bleedings from 
the arm, and cooling purgatives, relieved him so much that he was able to re¬ 
turn home. In the month of May he returned, labouring under the same dis¬ 
tress, and was again made well by a similar treatment. At this time, however, 
some symptoms of a hypochondriacal affection were first observed. 

A fortnight after his second dismissal he came back, in consequence of a 
mild attack of continued fever, accompanied with that feeling of burning heat 
which had so much distressed him before. A variety of remedies were tried, but 
with few good effects, the fever continuing in spite of them, and the patient 
gradually losing strength and flesh. The pulse being firm and hard, he was 
bled from the arm, and twelve leeches were applied round the anus. Being 
considerably relieved by this treatment, he was induced to leave the hospital. 
He was not, however, long absent, and on his return his condition was decid¬ 
edly worse. The pyrexial symptoms were much aggravated, but he no longer 
complained of the burning heat; his emaciation was much greater. 

Repeated examinations of all the great cavities of the body were made by 
more than one experienced physician, for the purpose of ascertaining, if pos¬ 
sible, the seat or exciting cause of the prolonged duration of fever; but no 
very satisfactory conclusions could be arrived at by any one. It was suspected, 
however, that the “fons et origo mail” was probably seated in the lower part 
of the abdomen. 

A diarrhoea came on, and, as it could not be checked, the patient speedily 
sunk under its effects. He died about the middle of August. 

Autopsy. —When the abdominal cavity was laid open, and the small intes¬ 
tines, which were found contracted and quite empty, had been pushed up, an 
extraordinary mass of indurated disorganized glands presented itself to view. 
It was fully as large as two fists put together, and, when divided, exhibited a 
yellow colour, and a structure not unlike to that of genuine scirrhus. So ge¬ 
neral was the morbid change, that not one healthy gland was discovered in the 
whole course of the mesentery. It was very naturally a subject of great surprise 
how such an enormous enlargement as existed at one part could have escaped 
detection during life, seeing that the abdomen had been repeatedly examined 
with great care. The only way in which we can explain this, is by supposing 
that the intestines were always interposed between the mass and the parietes 
of the abdomen. 

Remarks. —The preceding case is very interesting in several points of view; 
and of these not the least important is that of illustrating what extensive dis¬ 
organization may be going on in certain viscera, and yet the symptoms, espe¬ 
cially the local ones, may be very obscure and unsteady. The leading feature 
in our patient was the extreme heat and sense of burning which he felt in every 
part of his body. 

It may, therefore, be worthy of the attention of physicians whether this symp¬ 
tom is not more frequently attendant upon mesenteric disease than has been 
hitherto noticed. We have certainly observed it, more than once, in some of 
the abdominal affections of children.— Med. Chir. Rev. and Annali Univers. di 
Med. 

18. Case of Paraplegia—Suppression of the Urinary and Anal Evacuations 
during Eleven Years. —When Dr. Mohtesanto first saw this patient in April, 
1831, he had been paraplectic for upwards of eleven years, and was suffering at 
the time from the sequela of a severe attack of pneumonia; so that it was not 
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expected that he could long survive. The thoracic symptoms, however, gra¬ 
dually disappeared, and he was then in the same paralytic condition in which 
he had remained since the year 1820. His appetite was vigorous; but the food 
seemed to meet with some obstruction, probably at the pylorus, for it was re¬ 
gularly rejected by vomiting in about three hours after it had been swallowed. 
It is stated that at a former part of his illness a stercoraceous vomiting, which 
had previously recurred at intervals of from forty to fifty days, had ceased alto¬ 
gether for more than tw’o years. No secretion of urine nor evacuation per anum 
had taken place since the commencement of the disease, in 1820; neither dur¬ 
ing all these years had there been any trace of activity in the generative or¬ 
gans. Strange that with such a defect and morbid state of the alimentary and 
urinary organs, the general health of the patient should have continued moder¬ 
ately good. Towards the close of the year 1831 he had a threatening of the 
return of his thoracic complaints; but they were speedily removed by appro¬ 
priate treatment. Occasionally, too, when he eat any food which disagreed 
with his stomach, or took it at improper times, he was seized with alarming 
symptoms of cramp and ineffectual efforts at vomiting. One of these attacks, 
which had been brought on by a repast of fried sardinias, nearly proved fatal 
in the spring of 1832; for fifteen days his life was despaired of; fortunately then 
a spontaneous vomiting occurred by which he rejected four large masses of so¬ 
lid stercoraceous substance, which seemed to have been impacted in the intes¬ 
tines. Nature having thus relieved herself of an immense accumulation of fieeal 
matter, which had been gradually collecting for a space of nearly three years, 
the health of the patient was speedily restored to its former condition. It was 
necessary every now and then to take away a small quantity of blood by vene¬ 
section, to counteract in some degree the stimulating and plethoric effects of 
the ardent spirits which the patient was in the habit of drinking. 

In the summer of the following year Dr. Montesanto makes the report, “that 
his patient’s health for the last twelvemonth has been on the whole exceedingly 
good; and that there has been no return of the stercoraceous vomiting dnrinsr 
that period.” 6 

The paralytic state of the lower half of the body remained unchanged; all 
sensibility quite gone, but the limbs not wasted, and though motionless at will, 
were supple and flexible. 

The authentic particulars now related have attracted the attention of many 
of the most distinguished physiologists and surgeons in Europe; the case 
altogether is one of the most wonderful on record—the mode of existence in 
this man being allied to the normal condition of life in some of the lower 
classes of animals.— Ibid, August, 1833. 

19. Case of Apparent Death [Life?] which lasted Three Weeks. —A young man 
who had recently been cured of a tertain fever, was admitted into the hospital 
at Paderborn, under the care of Dr. Schmid, for symptoms indicating tubercu¬ 
lar phthisis. He gradually became exceedingly emaciated, and at length died. 

After all traces of breathing had ceased, a few irregular beats of the pulse 
were felt, and the eyes opened of themselves. Some small eschars artificially 
produced, exhibited signs of suppuration on the second, third, and fourth days. 
On the fifth, one hand was found to have been turned round; and on the sixth" 
and ninth days a partial perspiration bedewed the skin. After this period se¬ 
veral pemphigus-like bulla; made their appearance. The limbs remained quite 
pliant; the lips preserved their red colour until the eighteenth day, and the ex¬ 
pression of the features even at this date was that rather of a living than of a 
dead person. At the end of the third week there was no offensive smell nor 
any other sign of putrefaction.— Med. Chir. Rev. and Journ. der Tract. Heil- 
kunde. 

20. Cyst in the Brain.— M. Vekjtois has presented to the Anatomical Society 
01 Paris, a cyst of the size of a large nut, which he discovered in the posterior 



